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1 Executive Summary

NorwichInternationalAirport(NIA)was established in 1969 and hassincebecome a major

Regional Airport.  Notwithstanding the current economic climate and the recent downturn in

trafficNIAis forecast to continue long-term growth.  The growth of Regional Airports is

reflected in Government Policy detailed in the Air Transport White Paper 2003.

From the onset of operations until early 2006, given the close proximity ofNorwich to the

former military aerodrome atRAF Coltishall, a Letter of Agreementwasestablishedto create

a joint and integrated air traffic management system.  This Agreement effectively protected

NIA traffic from military and other itinerant traffic operating in the vicinity.

The closure of RAF Coltishall in 2006 meant the disestablishment of the joint and integrated

air traffic management system and theconsequentopening up of a significant volume of

airspace to new and uncontrolled activity in the immediate vicinity ofNIA.  This has led to a

significant increase in the number ofaircraft which are not known to Norwich Air Traffic

Control (ATC) but areoperating in proximity to the traffic flows ofNIAarriving and departing

traffic.  Accordingly there has beena commensurate increase in ATC workload, avoiding

action and delaying action is commonplacewhich has been, on several occasions,to the

general detriment of flight safety.

NIA is an Air Navigation Service Provider (ANSP) approved under Article 100 of the Air

Navigation Order and, as such, must satisfy the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) as to their

competence to provide air traffic services (ATS) and that the services are safe.  In meeting

its statutory responsibilities for safety management of the ATS provided and in order to

assure an acceptable level of flight safety for aircraft inbound to or outbound fromNIA in the

critical stages of flight,NIAproposes to submit a case to the CAA to establish Class D

controlled airspace in the vicinity of Norwich Airport.



AIRSPACECHANGEPROPOSAL

Norwich ACP Consultation Document 7 of86
Version 1.117 April 2009

2 About this Consultation

2.1 What is this consultation about?

2.1.1This consultation is abouta proposal to establish controlled airspace in the

vicinity of NIA to protect commercial and other aircraft operating to and from the

Airport in the critical stages of flight.  It is a consultation about improving flight

safety.  Currently no controlled airspace exists in the vicinity of NIA.

2.1.2NIA believes that controlledairspace is necessary to enhance the safety of

commercial and other aircraft operating to and from NIA in the critical stages of

flight on approach and immediately after departure.This is explained in detail,

together with the options that have been considered, in the main text.

2.1.3It is emphasised that for normal day-to-day operationsthe routes used by aircraft

flying to or from NIA, or in the vicinity of NIA, will not change.  The proposed

airspace change is intended to protect the day-to-day operation as it currently

stands.

2.1.4Changes were made to Instrument Approach Procedures (IAPs) at NIA in July

2008 following consultation.  There is no requirement to adjust these procedures

as a consequence of this change proposal, although the possibility of making

further adjustments has been considered in the development process for the

proposed airspace configuration.  This is explained in the body of the consultation

document.

2.2 Why is the consultation being carried out?

2.2.1The CAA requires that wherea change to theairspace status ora significant

change to procedures or the distribution of air traffic in the vicinity of an Airportis

proposeda consultation must be carried out, by theairport operator concerned,

with the airspace users who may bedirectly or indirectlyaffected by the change

andwithorganisations representing those who may be affected on the ground by

the environmental impact of the change.This proposal is about a change to the

status of the airspace from uncontrolled airspace to controlled airspace.  There is

nosignificantchangeto procedures or to the general distribution of air traffic in

the vicinity of NIA.

2.2.2The CAA lays down its regulatory requirements and process for consultation in

the Civil Aviation Publication (CAP) 725“CAA Guidance onthe Application of the
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Airspace Change Process”.  This proposed airspace development and

consultation is conducted in accordance with the CAA requirements.

2.2.3The consultation carried out by the airport operator enables the CAA to meet its

obligations under the Transport Act 2000 and the Directions given to the CAA by

the Secretary of State for Transport.

2.2.4Fundamentally, the consultation will enable NIA to obtain or confirm views and

opinions about the impact of the proposed airspace change.

2.3 Who is being consulted?

2.3.1In the first case, theaffectedaviation parties comprise:airlines and other aircraft

operators based at or using NIA; the operators of adjacent aerodromes; other

localaircraft operators who may be affected by the change and the national

bodies representing all UK aviation interests who may be affected by the

proposed controlled airspace.

2.3.2In the second case, the non-aviation affected parties comprise County, District

and Parish Councils over whose areas the proposedcontrolled airspace would

lie.  Certain specific environmental organisations are also consulted.

2.3.3The Airport Consultative Committee (ACC), established under Article 35 of the

Civil Aviation Act 1982, comprises organisations covering both aviation and non-

aviation interests.The ACC has been informedthroughout the development of

this proposal and its constituent members, through its Chairman, are consultees.

A full list of all consultees is given at AppendixI.

2.3.4Consultees should note that in the development of the proposed airspace

arrangements NIA has involved local aviation and non-aviation stakeholders

through the use of Focus Groups, as specified by the CAA in CAP 725.  This is

detailed in Section 6 and Appendix F.

2.3.5Consultees have a crucial role in providing relevant and timely feedback to NIA,

giving their views and opinions on the impact of the proposed airspace change.

2.4 Conduct of the consultation

2.4.1The CAA requires that this consultation is conducted in accordance with the

principles set out in the Cabinet Office Code of Practice onConsultation.
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2.4.2NIA has appointed CyrrusLtd toassist in the development of this proposal and to

co-ordinate the consultation process.  CyrrusLtd is an airspace management

consultancy company with extensive experience of managing Airspace Change

Proposalsin the UK and abroadandconductingconsultation to meet the CAA

requirements.

2.4.3This consultation document encompasses both the aviation and the

environmental aspects of the proposed changes toairspace.  The document is

structured to give a clear and concise explanation of the proposed changes in

plain language.  Whilst aviation consultees will be familiar with the aeronautical

terminology used, non-aviation consultees may not be so familiar with aviation

terminology and practice; consequently, these aspects are explained in some

detail where necessary.

2.4.4A Glossary of Terms isgiven at Appendix A.  Technical terminology is explained

as simply as possible for the benefit of non-aviation consultees.

2.4.5Should individual consultees require additional clarification of the terminology

used or other aspects of the consultation or of the proposed airspace design, a

discrete e-mail addresscas.consultation@norwichinternational.comis provided.

This is the preferred method of contacting the sponsor.  Please indicate clearly

that you are making aQUERY.

2.4.6Although the document isbeing madeavailable on the Norwich Airport Website

atwww.norwichinternational.com/airspaceconsultation, a limited number of hard

copies are available upon request in writing tothe focal pointstated in paragraph

2.7.1.

2.4.7In accordance with the Cabinet Office Code of Practice on Consultation and the

CAA’s requirements a period of 12 weeks is allowed for consultation.  In order to

make allowance for the May Bank Holiday period NIA has extended the

consultation period to 14 weeks.Thus the Consultation Period begins on21
April 2009 and is planned to close on 28July 2009.

2.4.8Within this period we ask you, or the organisation you represent, to
consider the proposal and submit your response to us. Responses can be

made to the discrete e-mail addresscas.consultation@norwichinternational.com

or in writing (to the address given in paragraph 2.7.1).  Please indicate clearly

mailto:consultation@norwichinternational.com
www.norwichinternational.com/airspaceconsultation
mailto:consultation@norwichinternational.com
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that it is a RESPONSE to the consultation.Even if you have no comment to
make on the proposed changes we would still appreciate a response to that
effect.

2.4.9If you have any queries about what is presented in the document please contact

the focal point(as set out in paragraph 2.7.1)as soon as possible.

2.5 Results of the consultation

2.5.1We will be monitoring the responses as they come in to us.  If we need

clarification of any of the comments you have made we will contact you.

2.5.2At the end of the consultation period we will analyse the responses received and

prepare a formal submission to the CAA Directorate of Airspace Policy (DAP).  If

the consultation indicates areas where minor changes could be made to the

design of the airspace to improve any aspects of the operation without detriment

to the environmental impact, these will be incorporated within the submission to

DAP.

2.5.3A brief Report of theConsultation will be added to the website

www.norwichinternational.com/airspaceconsultation for the benefit of consultees.

Interested parties should monitor the website address for updates which will

appearmonthlyfrom 1August 2009 onwards.

2.5.4Subsequently, the CAA will follow its regulatory process and, in due course, if

they are content with the consultation, implement the proposed controlled

airspace.

2.5.5Subject to the satisfactory conclusion of the consultation, it is planned that the

proposed controlled airspace would be implemented on 24 June 2010 in

accordance with the international requirements for the promulgation of

aeronautical information.

2.6 What this consultation is not about

2.6.1Finally, it is appropriate to tell you what isnot included in the scope of this

consultation.

2.6.2This consultation is not about any future development of NIA nor any aspect of

Government Airports Policy.

www.norwichinternational.com/airspaceconsultation
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2.6.3This consultation is not about IAPs for NIA as these were changed in July 2008,

following consultation, and do not need to be changed again as a consequence

of this controlled airspace proposal.  Whilst the IAPs were reviewed as part of the

development process, it was concluded that, on balance, the existingIAPs would

provide for the optimum airspace configuration to meet the regulatory

requirements as detailed in the main text of this document.

2.6.4This consultation is not about the Noise Abatement Procedures for departing

aircraft or Noise Preferential Routes.  The proposed airspace arrangements are

compatible with the existing Noise Abatement Procedures.

2.6.5Any comments on the above issues which may be included in your responses will

be discounted from the analysis.

2.7 Focal Point for this consultation

2.7.1The focal point for this consultation is:

Mr M Burch

General Manager, Air Traffic Services

(CAS Consultation)

Norwich Airport Ltd

Amsterdam Way

Norwich  NR6 6JA

Tel: 01603-420600

Fax: 01603-420667

2.7.2A discrete e-mail addresscas.consultation@norwichinternational.com is the

preferred method for you to raise any queries on the content or conduct of this

consultation and to submit your formal response.  Please clearly indicate whether

you are making a QUERY or RESPONSE.  Written responses should be sent to

the sponsor at the address detailedat paragraph 2.7.1.

2.7 CAA Oversight

2.7.1The CAA DAP maintains oversight of the conduct of the consultation being

carried out by NIA, to ensure that NIA adheres to the process laid down in CAP

725.  If you have any complaints about NIA adherence to the consultation

process laid down in CAP 725 these should be referred to:

mailto:cas.consultation@norwichinternational.com
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Head of Business Management

Directorate of Airspace Policy

CAA House

45- 59 Kingsway

London   WC2B 6TE

e-mail:businessmanagement@dap.caa.co.uk

2.7.2It is emphasised that DAP will not comment to consultees on the proposal itself.

mailto:businessmanagement@dap.caa.co.uk
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3 Norwich International Airport

3.1.1NIAwas established in 1969on the former RAF airfield of Horsham St Faith.  The

early success of theAirport was founded primarily on the introduction of

international air services to Amsterdam which provided travellers from the East

Anglia Region with connections to worldwide air services without the need to

travel to and through London.In addition, charter flights to popular European

holiday destinations were also established.  A limited number of domestic air

services were also introduced, again providing travellers with options which

avoided London and the congestion at the London Airports.

3.1.2Current commercial operations are focussed mainly on scheduled services to a

variety of UK and European destinations byRegionalcarriers, holiday charter

flights andvitalhelicopter support to the off-shore oil and gas industry.

Additionally, Police and Ambulance helicopters are based at NIA which operate

throughout Norfolk and Suffolk airspace, mainly at low levels, often as Priority

flights.  There are also Flying Training organisations, Flying Clubs and privately

owned aircraft based at the Airport and at nearby small aerodromes, all of which

have to be safely integrated with commercial air operations in the local

surrounding airspace.  Flight test operations by two NIA-based aircraft

maintenance organisations are also to be considered.

3.1.3Growth of traffic at NIA has, in general terms, been sustained throughout the

Airport’s history.In 2008 the Airport handled 47792 movements in total of which

26072 were Air Transport Movements (ATMs) and 10061 serving the Offshore Oil

and Gas Industry.  This represented a slight decline in numbers from the previous

year (54086, 27353 and 11153 respectively). Although a further slight decline in

traffic and consolidation of airline operations is anticipated in the next 12-15

months,due to the immediate world economic climate, this is expected to reverse

in due course.  Tables showing the breakdown of Airport movements and 5-year

projections are shown at Appendix C.

3.1.4The Government’s Air Transport White Paper of 2003 indicatedpolicy support for

the growth in Regional Airports as a major feature of the economic growth of the

UK.Norwich featured in the South-East Airports section of the White Paper and

was recognised as a key air transport link which wouldplay a “…valuable role in

meeting local demand and could contribute to regional economic development”.
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3.1.5TheNIAAirport Master Plan, developed as a consequence of the Air Transport

White Paper, reflects the Government policy and provides a framework for the

future growth and development of the Airport.
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4 Air Traffic Management at NIA

4.1 General

4.1.1NIA lies within uncontrolled (Class G) airspace.  An Aerodrome Traffic Zone

(ATZ),which has the sameClass Gclassification,is established with a radius

2.5NM from the Aerodrome Reference Point (i.e. extending to approximately

2.0NM along the final approach and departure paths),from thesurface to 2000ft

above aerodrome level (aal).  It provides the only airspace within which all aircraft

are required to make their presence known to NorwichATCandtocomply with

instructions.

4.1.2NIA providesATS comprisingSurveillance Radar-based Approach Control

Service (APC/APR) and Aerodrome Control Service(ADC)to arriving and

departing flights.An ATS is also providedon requestto transit and other flights

within a radius of42.5nm from the Airport.  Surveillance is provided fromthe

S511primaryradar located at the Airport, supplemented by overlaySecondary

Surveillance Radar (SSR) data from theNational Air Traffic Services Ltd (NATS)

radar located near Cromer.  The APC/APR is provided from two control positions

located in the Control Tower Building with expansion capacity for a third control

position.

4.1.3Radar Separation minima approved for Norwich APR is 3nm using primary radar.

Use of SSR alone is not currently authorised other than in the specific

circumstances detailed in the Manual of Air Traffic Services (MATS) Part 1.

Application for approval for the use of SSR alone has been made to the CAA and

is underconsideration.  The Vertical separation minima applied against unknown

traffic, using SSR Mode C, is 3000ft.

4.1.4The predominanttraffic flows ofNIA traffic joining and leaving the European ATS

Route System are via:

a) OTBED and NALAXto the north-west for Y70/UY70;

b) BODSO to the north-east for L17 and Scandinavian destinations;

c) BANEM to the south-east for Y6/UY6;

d) BKYVORto the south-west for LondonTerminal Area (LTMA) overflight

routes;


